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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)ED This action is non-final 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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The disclosure is objected to for the following minor informality: In Figure 2A, two 
different structures are labeled with reference numeral 200. Correction is required. 

Claims 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 calls for a "subcomponent of an event". It is not clear what distinction exists 
between an "event" and a "subcomponent of an event". Claim 6 calls for "another application". 
It is not clear whether this "application" is a computer program or a piece of hardware. The 
claims do not previously refer to an "application", so it is not clear what "another application" 
would actually be. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lau ( 6 247). 

Lau discloses a programming system for developing component based software using 
object oriented programming principles. FIG. 3 discloses a data component in the form of a 
storage system that is capable of storing, retrieving and manipulating data in the form of 
completed computer programs that includes a specific sets of functions . The system further 
includes a client side, or user manipulable component (300) that includes a number of 
subcomponents. The first subcomponent is an adapter component composed of structures (302) 
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and (303), which work together. The adapter component (303) transmits and receives data from 
the data component (308), and cooperates with the adapter component (302) to adapt data 
received from component (301). The second subcomponent is a business logic component (301) 
that includes an overall logic for manipulating data. The third subcomponent is a controller 
component (305) that creates completed frameworks for programs. The controller component 
(306) receives data on events from the user at terminal (306). The controller component also 
communicates with the business component (301) and the adapter components (302, 303) to 
persist data to a data repository in the data component (308). 

The purpose of the client component (300) is to create object based programs that link an 
individual, such as a person (col. 7, line 62) to an event, such as the creation of an insurance 
policy (col. 7, line 62), an insurance claim (col. 9, line 11), or assignment of an agent to the 
individual (see reference numeral 501 in FIG. 5). 

When a person is linked to an event, they are inherently linked to all the subcomponents 
associated with that event. 

Information on insured individuals and claims made by those individuals must inherently 
be present in databases, otherwise, the system of Lau would not be able to perform the required 
function of "resolving customer claims" (col. 9, line 11). 

All of the events that become associated with an individual are disclosed by Lau as 
insurance related events (col. 9, lines 9-10). 

FIG. 5 illustrates one type of correspondence template (501) which correlates the 
individual to certain events, such as the creation of a policy or the assignment of an agent to 
administer the policy. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 



telephone number (703) 306-5626. 
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